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mysqld, also known as MySQL Server, is the main program that does most of the work in a MySQL
installation.

MySQL Server manages access to the MySQL data directory that contains databases and tables.
The data directory is also the default location for other information such as log files and status
files.
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mysqld_safe is the recommended way to start a mysqld server on Unix.

mysqld_safe adds some safety features such as restarting the server when an error occurs and
logging runtime information to an error log file.

A description of error logging is given later in this section.

mysqld_safe tries to start an executable named mysqld.

To override the default behavior and specify explicitly the name of the server you want to run,

specify a --mysqld or --mysqld-version option to mysqld_safe.

You can also use --ledir to indicate the directory where mysqld_safe should look for the server.
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